December 2020

Dear Friends,
Christmastime is often referred to as “the season of giving.” If this is true, then St. Joseph’s
Home should have celebrated Christmas in July! The outpouring of gifts in response to the
Summer Appeal letter was overwhelming! We recognize during these challenging times, the
personal sacrifices that you made to come to our aid. This was a year unlike any other and it is
because of you and your generosity, that we were able to care for our Residents, providing them
with everything that they could have wanted or needed. We are so blessed to have you as
members of our family!
The Magi brought gifts to the Christ Child, and since then, gifts have become a special part of
the Christmas celebration. Over the past six months, again, you have given us so many wonderful
gifts, the very things which we were in desperate need of - food, supplies, funds and prayers. We
were deeply moved by your concern and desire to help us. You gave so freely, so generously, in
the spirit of Christian charity. During this season of giving, it is appropriate that we give a gift to
you, with sincere gratitude for your kindness, thoughtfulness and devotion to the elderly in our care.
Our gift is the gift of prayer.
St. Jeanne Jugan taught her novices, “Let us pray hard for their intentions,” as the best way to
thank all benefactors. Following her example, this is what the Little Sisters do every day for you.
We pray for your special intentions and honor your prayer requests daily at Mass. We say the
Rosary with the Residents each afternoon, and offer it for you and your loved ones, our dear
friends and benefactors. May these prayers obtain for you, in return for everything that you have
done for us, all of the good things that God has to give.
Wishing you and yours, the gift of Love, the gift of Peace and the gift of Health this Christmas
and throughout the New Year.
Sincerely,
Sister Mary Thomas, l.s.p.
Superior
Little Sisters of the Poor
In previous years, we always included a “Save the Date” flyer
with this Christmas Appeal letter. Until things change for the
better, we can only announce that the Irish and St. Jeanne Jugan
50/50 Raffles will be held in 2021. Please visit our website for
updates, news and events at: littlesistersofthepoortotowa.org.

