Summer 2020
Dear Friends,
We hope and pray that you and your loved ones are safe and well. The Little Sisters, our Chaplain, Father Sean
McDonnell and our staff have been working very hard to care for our Residents in this new world that we find
ourselves living in. At times it has been challenging, when our dear Residents, Little Sisters and employees
became ill with the virus, and especially when some were called to heaven. We also found ourselves in great
need of food, masks, supplies and funds in order to care for the elderly. We reached out to friends, family
members, businesses, parishes and organizations with an appeal for help. And we had a tremendous response!
We could not have made it through the last few months without the help of so many devoted individuals
supporting our work and we pray for them all every day.
While this wonderful support has gone a long way to help us, we are still in great need of assistance. In addition to our normal operating expenses, we now have to purchase expensive protective equipment for the Sisters
and staff. We also have hired professional cleaning services to work on the skilled units where those that are
infected with the virus reside. However, our biggest expense is food. Even with kind and thoughful people
dropping off groceries, we still have to buy many basic food supplies, like meat and dairy, at a time when the
prices are high.
We had hoped that by the summer, our fundraising activities would be rescheduled and that the Little Sisters
would again be able to go out collecting at parishes, businesses and grocery stores. It seems now that this
scenario is a long way off, so it is with humble hearts that we are reaching out to you, to ask you to help us in
any way that you can.
We invite you to visit our website at www.littlesistersofthepoortotowa.org where we post updates to our
response to the corona virus and where you can make online donations. You can also sign up for the free,
Million Families, Million Rosaries campaign and pledge to say the rosary to end the virus and you can find a
list of the items that we need the most in the News & Events section.
St. Jeanne Jugan taught us that the best way that we can say thank you to our supporters is to pray for them. In
sincere gratitude, the Little Sisters pray for each of you every day and a monthly Mass is offered for our devoted benefactors. As we say the rosary daily throughout the Home, we pray for those affected by the virus, for its
swift end and for all of you to stay safe and well. May God bless you!
Gratefully,
Sister Mary Thomas, l.s.p.
Superior

