Little Sisters of the Poor

ST. JOSEPH’S HOME FOR THE ELDERLY
Providing loving
care to the neediest
elderly in New Jersey
since 1879.

Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, Archbishop of Newark, with the Little Sisters

150th Anniversary Celebration
The seven Little Sisters who arrived
here on September 13, 1868, with no
money and speaking no English, were
sustained by their trust in God — in the
firm belief that they were doing his work.
Their courage began a mission which
continues to this day.
On May 22nd, St. Joseph’s Home
celebrated the 150th Anniversary of
the Little Sisters’ arrival in America.
Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, with 15
priests, concelebrated the Eucharistic
celebration. The music during Mass was
beautiful, with cantors, a guest organist
and trumpeter.

a friend, Reverend Ernest Lelièvre, a
French priest devoted to the Little Sisters,
waiting for them when their ship docked
in New York. He had arrived only a
few months before and was to be their
ambassador to this new country. With his
help and that of many other wonderful
friends and benefactors, in a few short
years, the Little Sisters firmly established
themselves in America.
The thousands of elderly cared for
during these past 150 years, attest to the
confidence those seven Little Sisters had.
They thus succeeded in bringing a great
wave of charity to our shores.

Mother Provincial Alice Marie Monica
and Mother Mary Thomas

The Cardinal spoke about
the charism of St. Jeanne
Jugan and the trust in the
Divine Providence of the
first Little Sisters who left
France not knowing what they
were going to find once they
arrived in the United States.
What they did find was

Cardinal Tobin celebrating the 150th Anniversary Mass

Fall 2019

Little Sisters of the Poor
Basket Bonanza at The Grand Bethwood
For the first time, the Annual Basket Bonanza was held at the
newly renovated Grand Bethwood in Totowa and celebrated
the 150th Anniversary of the Little Sisters in America. A large
cardboard Statue of Liberty graced every table with an American
flag wrapped around her base. There were also small American  
and French flags to wave if there was a lucky winner at the table.  
At each place there were handmade St. Jeanne Jugan bookmarks
and milk chocolate fleur-de-lis or Little Sisters lollipops.  

May they be a source of blessings and prosperity. We are grateful
to all of the attendees, who bought so many chances and helped
raise much needed funds for St. Joseph’s Home. And to those who
gave of their time and talents to make the Basket Bonanza such a
success -  May St. Jeanne Jugan bless you!

Through the amazing generosity of businesses and individual
donors, 266 prize baskets were made up by our talented
volunteers and members of Association Jeanne Jugan. There
were 50 single gift certificates and 10 grand prizes as well.
Among the most popular prizes of the night: a 50” TV, a trip
for two to Walt  Disney World, a trip for two to Italy and a five
burner outdoor grill.
We offer our heartfelt thanks and prayers to the Grand
Bethwood and to everyone who donated prizes to the event.

Jesus Only You!
“A vocation is a call which the Lord, always faithful, renews for
us until the end of our life. We must remain attentive to this call.
By His grace, we will always better understand its full significance
and will respond to it with deeper maturity and greater love,
for the greater glory of the one and undivided Trinity.” —
(Constitutions, n. 21)
What to say of Sister Cecilia’s Jubilee Celebration on July 2nd
but — JOY! This was the theme chosen by Sister because JOY is
the acronym for “Jesus Only You!”
The Chapel was lavishly adorned with several exquisite
arrangements, a worthy backdrop for the Liturgy commemorating
the 50th Anniversary of Religious Profession. Father Mark
Cregan, CSC, was presider and homilist with many priest friends
concelebrating. Little Sisters from various Homes joined family
and friends and most especially the Residents here at St. Joseph’s,
in praising God for the fidelity of one of His “little ones.”

“Joy permeated the day. To have striven to live the charism of
St. Jeanne Jugan, I avow my gratitude to my Congregation for
the unceasing support and guidance given my life. My debt to
all those who have made the day possible in so many different
ways, is immeasurable. Please pray with me that the following
years manifest a sincere effort to continue to live this beautiful
vocation of a Little Sister of the Poor in all its attractiveness and
exigencies.” — Sister Cecilia of St. Michael

ST. JOSEPH’S HOME FOR THE ELDERLY

Bringing Joy To The Elderly
  July brought us some really hot days and
everyone had to stay inside. Thankfully,
some fun relief came with the arrival of
the students from Catholic HEART Work
Camp. The camp is described on their
website as, “a youth-friendly and Christcentered week of caring for others.” These
young people arrive eager to help and
fulfill their mission of feeding the hungry
and bringing joy to the elderly. They
worked in the kitchen, served meals and
helped out in the laundry. But what they
enjoyed most was assisting the Residents
at activities.
Four different events were scheduled, one
for each of their days here. Bowling was
the first, followed by Carnival Games
the next afternoon. The students ran the

different games which the Residents
played to win prizes of candy, snacks,
stuffed animals or money. Of course the
week couldn’t go by without bingo on
Wednesday! An ice cream social was
saved for their last day with us. The
campers scooped out and prepared made
to order sundaes and served them to
eagerly awaiting Residents.
  Everyone enjoyed having these
fine young people visiting and
volunteering with us. We hope
that they took home some happy
memories and fun experiences of
their time in Totowa and with the
Residents of St. Joseph’s Home.

Our Happy Helper
“Those who are happiest are those who do the most for others.” - something to do — because there usually is! Carl’s special job in
Booker T. Washington
Development is to separate each of the 50/50 raffle ticket stubs
that come in to make sure everyone has a fair chance of winning.
Seventy-one years ago, Carl Guida came into the world in the
His other job is to stop by the reception desk daily and pick up
middle of a January blizzard. God blessed him with an amazing
packages which he then delivers right to the Residents’ doors.
memory, loads of patience and a spirit to work hard and to help
others. His father was a veteran of  D-Day, who later became a
postal clerk and his mother worked at St. Joseph’s Hospital in
Paterson. After he finished high school, she got Carl a job working
in the hospital too, transporting patients to and from the operating
room and to many other places they needed to go.

Carl is happiest keeping busy and helping his fellow Residents.
He pitches in whenever he sees a need and is an extra pair of hands
when the Residents go on trips. He said, “I see someone who needs
help and I want to do what I can. It feels good doing something for
my friends here.”

On his weekends off, Carl put his vast knowledge and interest
in sports to good use volunteering at the Haledon P.A.L. He kept
score for the baseball teams and many of the other sports too. An
avid sports fan, Carl uses his smart phone to follow all of the New
York sports teams. His room is filled with pictures and souvenirs
from his favorite team, the New York Yankees.

Carl truly represents the family spirit that can be found in our
Home and we are blessed to have him!

In 2014, after 47 years, Carl decided to retire. He explained
that, “Because they always need help in the hospital and I still
wanted to keep busy, I signed up to be a hospital volunteer.” So
twice a week, Carl is back at St. Joseph’s Hospital, still helping to
transport patients and working with office staff delivering charts
and putting information packets together. He was so proud when
he received his 5 year volunteer pin this year.
When Carl came to St. Joseph’s Home in August of 2016, he
was eager to volunteer his services around the house. He saw the
Residents preparing the envelopes for our bulk mailings and asked
if he could help. Now Carl is one of the regular mailing crew.
He always drops by the Development office to check if there is
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A Simple Note

By Mother Mary Thomas

Current Projects
•
•
•
•

New flooring on each unit and in common areas.
Air conditioning for the kitchen and laundry which are unbearably hot in the summer.                                                                                                                                   
Pave damaged areas of the parking lot, front and back, approximate cost, $35,000.00
Repair damaged areas and plumbing on the first floor.

If you are interested in helping with these projects, please make a notation with your
contribution stating which project you are sponsoring and your gift will be restricted for
that purpose.
Dear Friends,
Summertime arrived in Totowa bringing
joyful celebrations, welcome volunteers and
a few surprises.
In this newsletter you see that we
celebrated the 150th Anniversary of the
Little Sisters in America in May and on
July 2nd, Sister Cecilia celebrated her 50th
Jubilee with the theme of JOY. We also read
here that joy can come from the giving of
oneself — not only as a Little Sister, but
also as a volunteer, helping others with the
true Christian spirit of charity.
Now to speak of our surprises — we
experienced a minor disaster with a flood
that affected most of the offices on the first
floor. A company specializing in clean
up and remediation had to be called in.
Carpets, flooring and walls were removed
and the office staff were relocated to
other areas in the building. All this while
preparing for and celebrating Sister’s
Jubilee — then the Department of Health
arrived for their yearly inspection!
During the clean up, it was found that
other areas not affected by the flood and not
covered by insurance, required remediation
and plumbing repair as well. Needless to
say, a great deal of work has to be done
before the wing can be reopened. As we
celebrated the Feast Day of St. Jeanne
Jugan on August 30th, we affirmed our
trust in God’s Divine Providence to see us
through this unfortunate situation.
We are grateful for all of you, our
devoted supporters. I hope and pray that
you enjoyed your summer with family and
friends. May the Lord bless you for all that
you have done for our Home during the
year.
Gratefully in prayer,
Sister Mary Thomas

“You’ve Got Mail!”
  The Development staff would like to thank everyone who is checking “no acknowledgment” when sending donations in and to those who have updated their addresses and
contact information. We have over two decades of donation records on file should anyone
need to verify a gift that was made. God bless you all for helping us provide for the elderly in our care and remember that the Residents and Little Sisters pray daily for all of you,
our dear benefactors, and your special intentions.      
   For questions about appeals, donations, mailings, events or our website, please contact
the Development Office at 973-942-0300 ext. 316 or email twdevelopment@
littlesistersofthepoor.org. Please address all mailed correspondence to Development Office, St. Joseph’s Home for the Elderly, 140 Shepherd Lane, Totowa NJ 07512.

Upcoming Events
Christmas Craft & Bake Sale Ham & Turkey Drop
Saturday, Nov. 23, 2019
10am - 4pm at St. Joseph’s Home
Free Admission - Parking & Entrance
on Cumberland Ave.

Our Auxiliary’s Christmas
Boutique and Luncheon

Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2019 11am - 3pm
at Indian Trail Club, Franklin Lakes
Tickets are $55 per person and
must be purchased in advance.

St. Patrick’s Day
50/50 Raffle

Drawn on March 17, 2020
Tickets are $10.00 each
and will be available late January.
This year’s winner received $32,680.00

Rockin’ Thru The Years
The Grand Bethwood
March or April 2020

Annual Basket Bonanza
The Grand Bethwood
Tuesday, May 19, 2020

To Make A Donation
Your tax deductible charitable gifts to
St. Joseph’s Home provide you valuable tax
savings and help us provide loving care for
our neediest elderly.
To donate on-line visit our web site:
www.littlesistersofthepoortotowa.org
and click on “DONATIONS”
Remember us in your Estate Planing. The
most common way is to include us in your
will, but first contact your legal advisor or
financial planner. Gifts of life insurance are also
appreciated.
Our legal name is: St. Joseph’s Home for the
Elderly of the Little Sisters of the Poor.
Many employers offer Matching Gift
Programs. Please inquire with your employer.
For more information please call
the Development Office at 973-942-0300
ext. 316 or e-mail:
twdevelopment@littlesistersofthepoor.org

Please visit us at
www.littlesistersofthepoortotowa.org
and check out our News & Events
area for more details about
scheduled events.
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