
Our Needs
The need for new computers for our administrative staff is undeniable and long over 

due. With each release of a new operating system, our current computers become more 
obsolete, lacking sufficient memory and speed to handle any upgrades in software. 
Nowhere is this more evident than in the critical programs used for computer security, food 
services, accounting and medical records. When these particular programs are upgraded, 
our older computers begin to run slower and a great deal of time is lost by staff waiting for 
their computers to respond. We currently have 50 computers now in use and 47 of these 
no longer function as they should. It would cost approximately $40,000.00 to replace the 
computers with additional funds needed to purchase new software.

We are in the process of raising funds to purchase a 13 passenger van which is ideally 
suited for the Resident’s weekly local shopping trips. At the present time we have to use 
our 25 passenger bus to transport a small group of Residents to the stores. This is putting 
a lot of wear and tear on the bus whose fuel and maintenance costs are already high. A 
smaller vehicle would not only be more cost effective but easier to park. The design of 
the proposed van will also be able to accommodate a few more wheelchairs then the bus 
can. Thus the van will be able to accompany the bus on longer trips, with more Residents 
being able to get out for the day. If you would like to help us out with these projects, please 
contact the Development Department at twdevelopment@littlesistersofthepoor.org or call 
973-942-0300ext. 316.

Dear Friends,
  In our last newsletter we highlighted the 
vocation story of Sister Malia. 2015 has been 
named “the Year of Consecrated Life” by our 
Holy Father and so once again we focus on 
this theme as we celebrate 50 years of loving 
service in the life of Sister Veronica. Her 
jubilee was a joyous celebration of a life so 
faithfully lived.
  Another cause for celebration was the first 
Profession of Vows of four of our novices. At 
their Mass of Religious Profession, Bishop 
Andrzej Zglejszewski gave a beautiful homily. 
Addressing our new Little Sisters he said: 
“My ladies, I’m sure that you have a lot of 
people asking you, “Why? Why at such a 
beautiful young age? Why at this time when 
you have so many opportunities?” He went on 
to say that only with their heart, eyes, senses, 
soul and mind have they heard this personal 
call and responded. 
  The Bishop added: “This is not easy to 
understand, it is a mystery and a beautiful 
moment of covenant. And if you are serious 
about the covenant of love with Christ, please 
do not forget that one of the very important 
aspects of love is its thanksgiving. Give 
thanks to God for your families and friends, 
no matter what they think about your choice. 
Always give thanks to God; because of Him 
you are who you are - a gift and a blessing to 
this Church, to humanity and to this wonderful 
community of love.”
  Our community rejoices with each of 
these Sisters. Together we form a close 
knit religious family that strives to be true 
little sisters to our elderly Residents. And 
the family spirit extends to all who share in 
our work and support us in so many ways. 
Join with us in thanking God for the gift of 
Consecrated Life. And please know that the 
Little Sisters pray for you each day.
  With gratitude, Mother Margaret Charles

A Simple Note 
By Mother Margaret Charles 
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To Make A Donation
 Your tax deductible charitable gifts to
 St. Joseph’s Home provide you valuable tax 
savings and help us provide loving care for our 
neediest elderly.
  To donate on-line visit our web site:                       
www.littlesistersofthepoortotowa.org                             
and click on “DONATIONS”

 Remember us in your Estate Planing. The 
most common way is to include us in your 
will, but first contact your legal advisor or 
financial planner.  Gifts of life insurance are 
also appreciated.
  Our legal name is: St. Joseph’s Home for the 
Elderly of the Little Sisters of the Poor.
  Many employers offer Matching Gift 
Programs.  Please inquire with your employer.

  For more information please call 
the Development Office 
at 973-942-0300 ext. 316 or e-mail:
twdevelopment@littlesistersofthepoor.org

Annual Beefsteak Dinner
Wed., Sept. 30, 2015 - 6:30pm
at the Brownstone House
351 West Broadway Paterson NJ 07522
Tickets are $65.00 per person and
 need to be purchased in advance.

Please visit us at 
www.littlesistersofthepoortotowa.org
and check out our News & Events  

area for more details about     
scheduled events.

Our Annual Christmas 
Craft & Bake Sale - 
Ham & Turkey Drop
Sat., Nov. 21, 2015 10am - 4pm
at St. Joseph’s Home - Free Admission         

Rockin’ With the Oldies
Dinner Dance
Friday, April 22, 2016
at the Bethwood, Totowa NJ 07512  
Tickets are $45.00 per person
A Really Fun Event! Live Band -
Great Food - 50’s Attire Optional

Ladies Auxiliary 2015
Christmas Boutique
Tues., Dec. 8, 2015 11am - 3pm
at Indian Trail Club
830 Franklin Lakes Rd.
Franklin Lakes NJ 07417 

Upcoming Events

Save The Date



Little Sisters of the Poor

Providing loving 
care to the neediest

elderly in New Jersey 
since 1879.

“See how Jesus, Mary and 
Joseph loved one another, 
all three, how happy they 

looked with what kindness 
and gentleness they spoke to 
each other. In our little family,           

it must be the same”
St. Jeanne Jugan

ST. JOSEPH’S HOME FOR THE ELDERLY

Fall 2015

50 Years In God’s Service
Sister Veronica (center with corsage) Archbishop Peter Gerety and The Little Sisters

As I look back over the last 50 grace - filled years, I 
am grateful for the joyful family spirit that I found in 
the 13 homes where I have been assigned. Bequeathed 
by our Foundress, St. Jeanne Jugan, this spirit 
welcomes and embraces all who come into our homes. 
We become a family in the Lord. Each person that I 
have met, has been a path of grace for me. The wisdom, 
friendship and witness of lives well lived have enriched 
the fabric of my life. The profound awareness of being 

surrounded by a loving family enables us to experience 
God’s love in our lives. This family spirit is alive and 
well at our home here in Totowa. The Residents, staff, 
volunteers, friends and benefactors help us to preserve 
this spirit. It was a great gift that God gave me when he 
called me to join this family. It is true that the last 50 
years seem to have been over in a flash. Where did they 
go? They went to loving and serving God’s family.  — 
Sister Veronica

Golden Jubilarian Sister Veronica and
Resident Marie Skurka



Little Sisters of the Poor
Flat Francis

Association Jeanne Jugan Basket Bonanza

Volunteer Joe Wrobel

Resident  Doreen Logan with a few of the over  
200 prize baskets raffled off that evening.

AJJ Members Marie Tolerico, Peggy Favocci
and Sister Rose

For the past 7 years, the Association 
Jeanne Jugan has been hosting our 
Annual Basket Bonanza. Through 
their hard work and dedication, 
this year $20,000 was raised for 
the benefit of the Residents of St. 
Joseph’s Home. Two individuals  
were given special mention at this 
years event, volunteers Joni Huston 
for her time and talent in putting 
together over 200 different prize 
baskets and Joe Wrobel who solicited 

and picked up gift certificates from 
100 benefactors and businesses. It is 
because of the quality and quantity of 
the gifts, that the Basket Bonanza is 
always sold out. 

The Association Jeanne Jugan 
is sincerely thankful to all of the 
businesses and donors whose 
generosity was instrumental in 
making our Basket Bonanza a great 
success.

From left:  AJJ Member Terry Vittorio, Sister Malia,
Sister Veronica and AJJ Member JoAnn Giamonco

America is getting ready for Pope Francis’ visit in September, and in an effort to build support for his trip, Catholic Extension has 
designed an 8” paper cut out of the Pontiff, called Flat Francis. The idea is to have your picture taken with Flat Francis and post it on line. 
Well, here in 
Totowa no  
plain old paper 
cut out will do! 
We have our 
own life size 
Flat Francis.                                              
If you want 
to join in on 
the fun, go 
to  www.
flatfrancis.org 
and print out 
your very own 
Flat Francis!



Sister Rose and Resident Rudy D’Onofrio boarding         
the bus for a trip to Point Pleasant.

Residents Frieda Wolfe and Barbara 
Gould enjoying a stroll around 

the building.

Our Residents take advantage of 
the beauty of our gardens and tranquil 
surroundings by going on daily 
walks along the path that leads all 
around the home. This year due to the 
generosity of Mr. John Crimi, their 
walks can now be made on smooth, 
safe sidewalks. Mr. Crimi also put in a 
new, larger ramped area in front of the 
Home to provide for easier wheelchair 
and walker access to vehicles. His 
workers replaced the platform under 
our dumpster and the stairs going to 
the basement. We are so blessed and 
grateful to have John Crimi and his 
family as part of our family here at   
St. Joseph’s Home.

Walking A Smoother Path

Christmas In July

ST. JOSEPH’S HOME FOR THE ELDERLY

Last year we were fortunate 
to have youth volunteers from 
Catholic HEART Workcamp visit 
our Home. This year they returned 
to discover that they would spend 
four days celebrating Christmas In 
July! On their first day here, the 
group made Christmas ornaments 
with the Residents. Other days 
were spent baking and decorating 
Christmas cookies, making holiday 
party favors and decorations and 
participating in Christmas sing-
a-long, trivia and bingo with the 
Residents. For their last day with 
us, a big Christmas Party was 
planned. The Residents were asked 

to dress up in Christmas attire or 
in the colors red, white and green. 
Arriving at the party, they found 
that the auditorium had been 
decorated with the projects they 
had worked on all week. While 
carols played, the volunteers served 
a favorite summer treat, root beer 
floats, along with the Christmas 
cookies that they had baked.

We are so grateful to the Catholic 
HEART Workcamp volunteers and 
their group representative, Lauren 
DiGiacomo. Our Residents really 
enjoyed spending time with the 
teens and look forward to a new 
group visiting next year.

Resident Dotty Prisk with
one of “Santa’s Helpers”

Resident Naomi Levine
with volunteer Karuna

A summertime treat, 
Root Beer Floats straight from the North Pole!

Youth volunteers and chaperones from
Catholic HEART Workcamp


