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we care for the elderly
 poor in the spirit of 
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A Message from Mother Margaret Charles

Resident Peggy Bierster 
reflects upon the 
Nativity scene.

Dear Friends,

The Residents, Staff and Little Sisters at St. Joseph’s Home join me in wishing 
you a Blessed and very Merry Christmas!  As we prepare to celebrate the birth 
of our Savior, our hearts are filled with gratitude for the gifts of love and support 
that you bestow upon our home.

It is always the goal of the Little Sisters to create a happy home for our elders. 
We strive to make St. Joseph’s Home a haven where our Residents can live their 
lives fully in joy and peace.  And isn’t that the true message of Christmas? God 
chose to make his home among us and the gifts he offers to all are peace, 
joy and unconditional love.

Our home bustles with activities throughout the year: parties, cookouts, outings 
of all sorts, and visits from many wonderful groups of all ages. Spiritual activities 
are also a high priority; times of worship and praise, daily Mass, times of quiet 
adoration, and prayers offered for all of those in need.

We hope that you feel the support of our prayers, for they are indeed offered for 
you – many times throughout each day. We couldn’t provide the comfortable 
home that St. Joseph’s is without the support of so many. Your donations are 
always greatly appreciated and are used for the good of our Residents.

The star of Bethlehem seems to shine in the eyes of the elderly—perhaps because 
they are nearer to the dwelling place of God. They have a wisdom which comes 
from their lengthy earthly pilgrimages. We seek to show them our love, care 
and respect, as you do.  Please know that you truly help make their lives more 
comfortable.  

Like the Shepherds and the Magi, may we focus on the Star and on all that leads 
us closer to our God. May our lives give praise and glory to the King of Kings 
who came among us as Love. 

May God bless you and your loved ones throughout the coming year and always.

Gratefully,

Sr. Margaret Charles, l.s.p.
Superior



Sister Clare de St. Jean Baptiste, and once known as Mary Theresa 
McDonough of Savannah, Georgia, recently observed 50 years as a Little 
Sister of the Poor. A celebration held here at the Home was highlighted by a 
Mass, her Renewal of Vows.  
 

Bishop Emeritus Frank J. Rodimer of Paterson celebrated the anniversary 
at St. Joseph’s Home  with a homily by Sister Clare’s friend, Msgr. T. Mark 
Condon, pastor of Holy Angels in Little Falls. It was the Mass itself, however, 
and the renewal of her commitment to the Little Sisters, that highlighted her 
jubilee. Built around a “Love Mosaic” that she devised herself, the Mass 
featured in pictures and songs, the theme of all who had been a part of her life, 
and the way each person reflected God’s gift of love. 

It took a while for young Mary Theresa to feel a religious vocation. Even when 
she graduated from high school and was ready to accept a nursing scholarship, 

she hesitated to believe that a religious life might be in store for her. On her birthday 
that summer, when Sister Clare was deep in prayer at Mass, she wondered if the Lord 
had something in mind for her. “I still heard that little voice, scaring me to death,” she 
said recently. “But then I felt Mary’s peaceful presence, and I was left with a feeling of 
peace.” Four months later, in Savannah, she entered the Little Sisters of the Poor. 

She has served in many Little Sisters Homes across the country and has been at St. 
Joseph’s Home for about three years, where she and Sister Cecilia take up collections 
for the Residents at nearby parishes on the weekends. They also visit many benefactors 
each week, who assist them with goods and services of all kinds. The generosity and 
kindness they receive is so gratefully appreciated, especially at this time when many are in distress, but still find the 
means to assist the Little Sisters in their apostolate of care for our aging.

Sr. Clare de St. Jean Baptiste Celebrates Golden Jubilee 
By Gerald M. Costello

Spirit of St. Jeanne Jugan Award  2011-2012
Congratulations to John J. Feenan, named the recipient of the 2011-2012 Spirit of 
St.. Jeanne Jugan Award! John serves as the Business Office Manager, a position 
he has held for the past 15 years. But his connection to the Little Sisters spans over 
50 years, back to his childhood. He truly exemplifies the spirit of our foundress 
through his kindness and compassion; not only in his work, but also through his 
thoughtfulness. He can be seen many days, volunteering during his lunch hour 
serving our Residents and visiting with them. His thoughts echo the heartfelt 
dedication and respect he has for the work of the Little Sisters. 

“As a lay person, I have, since my youth, revered and been influenced by the life 
of St. Jeanne Jugan. When I was a child at St. George’s Grammar School, we were 
given an assignment to research the lives of saints who inspired us.  I selected 
Sister Mary of the Cross (as Jeanne Jugan was known) because I had served as an 
altar boy at the Little Sisters of the Poor in Paterson.  I felt a very real connection 
to the life of Jeanne Jugan, as I witnessed firsthand the love, compassion and deep 
commitment the Sisters gave to each Resident for which they cared.  I knew in 
my heart that it was not possible to give to humankind the way she did, and not be a 
saint. Many years later, it was truly a poignant experience for me to travel to Rome 
and witness her canonization into sainthood.

The work of the Little Sisters of the Poor inspires and touches my life in very profound ways, as they provide homes 
to those who would otherwise not have them. They continue to this day to use begging as their major source of 
receiving donations and in-kind gifts, which support them in their mission. They give our Residents not just a place to 
live, but a home and a life filled with joy, spiritual presence and dignity until God calls them to their eternal life.” 

Resident Raymond La Conti 
congratulates Sr. Clare

Sr. Clare and Bishop Emeritus Rodimer

John J. Feenan gratefully 
accepts the award from 

Mother Margaret Charles.



Vera Iannelli, who recently celebrated her 100th birthday, 
continues to enjoy the splendor of life. A Resident for twelve 
years, her warm smile and cheerful greetings charm you from 
the first moment you meet her. Vera taught in Paterson for 
25 years; a talent that has no doubt kept her sharp and agile 
even in this stage of her life. Vera is blessed with a beautiful 
family, including three daughters, seven grandchildren, eleven 
great-grandchildren and two great-great-grandchildren! 
Family members, Little Sisters and employees celebrated this 
very special birthday here at the Home. Vera was radiant in a 
pink (her favorite color) gown and a birthday tiara! Always 
pleasant and just plain “fun” to talk to, she exudes kindness 
and love. What is her secret?  “I am here in a wonderful place, 
and I live each day with joy!” 

Joyful Centenarian

Pictured from left: Sr. Veronica, Sr. Estelle, Mother 
Margaret Charles, Sr. Ana Malia and Sr. Marie 
Bernadette join Vera Iannelli in the celebration of 
this special birthday.

This year marked our 10th Anniversary Beefsteak 
Dinner at The Brownstone House in Paterson, drawing 
close to 400 guests! The singing and playing of Somers 
& Steel filled the dance floor-- a new addition to the 
venue. Beefsteak Dinners at the Brownstone House 
are renowned! Mother Margaret Charles, who was not 
familiar with the concept, was instantly won over. A 
50/50 raffle was also held, with a prize of $2,010.00. 
The winner graciously donated her winnings by making 
a memorial donation to the Home. We are so proud and 
appreciative of the Committee, a dedicated group of 
volunteers, whose hard work and commitment make 
this event such a wonderful success year after year! 
Thanks to the continued support of our benefactors, the 
committee raised $20,000 to benefit the Home!

10th Anniversary Beefsteak Dinner 
Brings Big Benefits

“Gray hair is a crown of splendor; it is attained by a righteous life.”    (Proverbs 16:31)

Beefsteak Committee (Front row pictured from left ) Patrick 
and Veronica Cappucci, Phyllis Santonastaso, Margaret Kolb-
chairperson, Maureen Heinrich, AnnMarie Abene and Nancy 
Petriello.  (Pictured second row from left) Marsha Pasquari-
ello and Terry Fusco.  Pictured back row: James Pasquariello.  
Not pictured-Peggy Favocci.

Resident Reflection

Aquatics
By Naomi G. Levine

I thought at first
the thin black fish
with bright red tail and fin

Chasing three fat flat fish
with nips to each belly
was harassing his piscine kin

Before long I realized
the name of the game
was exercise

In that huge, water-filled container
the three were doing aquatic laps
prodded by their personal trainer.

Naomi G. Levine recently published her fifteenth 
poetry chapbook. Glancing at our fish tank gave 
her the inspiration for the poem below.  



Our Wish List
Toiletry Items: Body wash, hand and body lotions, shampoo, facial tissues, baby wipes, Listerine mouthwash

Housekeeping:  Paper products - cups, plates, napkins, paper towels, liquid laundry soap

Office Supplies: 8 1/2 x 11 copy paper (white & colored), postage stamps, funds for printer supplies, Staples Gift Cards

Shopping Needs:  Shop Rite, CVS, Dollar Store Gift Cards

Arts & Crafts:  Michaels, Jo-Ann Fabric & Crafts, ACMoore, Best Buy Gift Cards

~Donor Notes~
This time of year many individuals think about ways to offset current taxable income. Your tax deductible charitable
gift will provide a valuable tax savings on your tax return.  

Please remember us in your Estate Planning. The most common way is to include us in your will, but your financial 
advisor or attorney can help you to determine what is best for you and your family. Our legal name is:
St. Joseph’s Home for the Elderly of the Little Sisters of the Poor

Many companies offer Matching Gift Programs. Inquire with your employer.

Verizon Velocity Fundraising Program. For details, please visit our website. Click on the DONATIONS button on the 
main page and then click on

For any questions or concerns, please contact our Development Office at 973-942-0300 X316

Sr. Theresa Louisa and Mary Matera

 “God has blessed me because I have always greatly thanked his Providence.”    ~St. Jeanne Jugan                                                                                   

“Not by remarkable deeds.” These words from the Little Sisters’ Constitutions 
reflect the spirit of  Jeanne Jugan. Although she left no writings, she often 
counseled the young Little Sisters, “We must efface ourselves in all that God 
asks of us, as only the instruments of his work.” The Congregation’s witness is 
given in ordinary, everyday living and not by remarkable deeds.

It’s a fitting summary of the work of the Little Sisters: a quiet and unassuming 
type of service, day in and day out, in which goodness is reflected in a thousand 
works of kindness and which in itself represents the power of love. 

That’s the thought, too, behind the Little Sisters’ logo, designed seven years ago at the 
motherhouse in France. It’s no accident that the Little Sister which the logo depicts is almost 
hidden behind the elderly gentleman. She is there to support him in his old age, just as the Sisters 
exist to stand behind the elderly, to be their true sisters and, at the same time, their servants. The 
symbolic outer circle, the roofline and the doorway represent a real home and the atmosphere of 
love that a home offers, providing the elderly with a place of honor at life’s table. The doorway 
also symbolizes a welcome note to the community at large. With St. Jeanne Jugan, we are eager to 
welcome you into our extended family through the door she opened more than 165 years ago--a 
doorway leading to a world of love and hospitality for the aged poor.

“Not By Remarkable Deeds”
The Little Sisters’ day-to-day service expresses the power of love

    By Gerald M. Costello              

It is with heartfelt gratitude that we give thanks for your prayers, friendship, generosity 
and support. Without your help we could not provide our Residents with quality care. 


