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Pope Benedict XVI told elderly Residents of St. Peter’s Home 
in the Vauxhall section of London that his own age gave him 
an understanding of the problems they face. He said he came 
to them “not only as a father, but also as a brother who knows 
well the joys and the struggles that come with age.” The Holy 
Father greeted the elderly priests and Residents of the Home, 
operated by the Little Sisters of the Poor. The visit came as part 
of his recent trip to Great Britain. “As the normal span of our 
life increases,” Pope Benedict said, “these years are an opportu-
nity to remember in affectionate prayer all those whom we have 
cherished in this life, and to place all that we have personally 
been and done before the mercy and tenderness of God.” The 
Holy Father also said that great age grants “the opportunity to 
appreciate both the beauty of God’s greatest gift to us, the gift 
of life, as well as the fragility of the human spirit.” 
     

Holy Father Visits St. Peter’s Residence 

Benedict XVI greets a Resident.

May the gifts of peace and joy of the first Christmas be with you and 
your loved ones throughout this beautiful season and the New Year.

While we prepare for Christmas, there is an underlying spirit of joyful 
expectation which permeates our home. We know it is thanks to your 
thoughtfulness and self-giving, for which we are very grateful!

Thank you for all your kindness in helping us, as our Mother St. Jeanne 
Jugan always said, “to make our Residents happy!”  Your intentions 
will be held in our hearts and prayers before the crib throughout our 
Christmas celebrations. May the spirit of Christ, which is Love, bring 
joy and happiness to you and your loved ones.

Gratefully,
Sr. Gerard Marie, l.s.p. 
and the Residents and Little Sisters of the Poor 
of St. Joseph’s Home for the Elderly

Blessed Christmas to Our Dear Friends and Benefactors

 Mary Kishner, who recently 
celebrated her 100th Birthday, 

wishes you all a very Merry Christmas!



 Mother General Celine de la Visitation Visits St. Joseph’s Home
By Gerald M. Costello
Mother Celine, the Mother General of the Little Sisters of the Poor, received a warm 
and friendly welcome during her recent visit to St. Joseph’s Home in September.  
A native of California, and elected in 1996, she was the first non-French Mother 
General and has been at the Motherhouse in France since 1976. She tries to 
keep the nearly 3,000 Little Sisters of the Poor united as a community, serving 
the elderly and the poor in each country according to its needs. She drew on 
her own experience as a young volunteer to formulate a message to all the 
friends of the Little Sisters. “I was already beginning to see how important 
our work was,” Mother Celine recalled. “I saw how much the Residents 
needed us, and that drew me closer to the home. You can imagine today 
how grateful we are for all the help we get. We have advisory boards in all 
our homes, for example; we need that help. And those who volunteer...they 
give us help that’s nothing less than invaluable. Years and years ago the Little 
Sisters did everything. There were no employees, no volunteers...then we did it 
all. Now, of course, it’s different. Now we rely on others to help us. And we’re so 
thankful that they’re there.” During her visit to St. Joseph’s Home, Mother Celine 
was accompanied by a member of the General Council, Sr. Gerard Patricia, 
and the Provincial superior of the Brooklyn Province, Sr. Margaret Regina.

Welcoming Mother General

Mother General Celine de la Visitation

Resident Margaret Matthews 

        Father Evan Greco, OFM, chaplain

Resident Loretta Rese
Volunteer John Hartley

Auxiliary President Carol E. LewisResident Sheila Crawford

Pictured from left are: Sr. Marie Bernadette; Sr. Margaret Regina, 
Provincial; Sr. Gerard Patricia, Assistant General; Mother General 
Celine; Sr. Gerard Marie, Superior.

Residents (left) Rosemary D’Onofrio 
and (right) Margaret Bierster.



Congratulations to Sahi Botas!  Sahi first began working with the Little Sisters 
in 1971 at the home located on Dey Street in Paterson. When the two homes in 
Paterson and Newark merged and opened in Totowa in 1976, Sahi continued her 
employment as a Laundry Ironer and Seamstress. She takes pride in her work 
and does a great deal above and beyond the call of duty for the Residents. Upon 
hearing her name announced as the recipient of the Saint Jeanne Jugan Award, 
Sahi said, “Oh thank you!  I love the elderly!” Her devotion and kindness make 
her highly esteemed among her co-workers, and truly appreciated by the Resi-

dents and Little Sisters. Sahi thinks of the Little Sisters lovingly and considers 
them her extended family.  As of February of 2011, Sahi will have been sharing in 

the spirit of Saint Jeanne Jugan for 40 years!

Resident MaryAnn Madama is a retired school teacher who 
studied at Fordham University in 1945. When  she observed 
some of our employees from other lands struggling with 
learning English, she offered to provide free English classes 
twice a week for them, on their own time. Having taught ESL 
(English as a second language) for over ten years in the past, 
she skillfully and happily received her first six students. They 
come from Turkey, Colombia, Serbia, and Peru.
Pictured  from left are Liliana Lopez, Branka Bursac, Dragana 
Petrovic, Abilia Castro, Amalia Ortiz Bolivar and Martha Torres.  
Seated is MaryAnn Madama.

“Remain little, hidden by humility in all God wants from you, 
as being only the instruments of his work.”  ~ Saint Jeanne Jugan

A Season for Day Trips

1.
2.

3.

4.

Eleanor McGoldrick and 
Isabel Leonard enjoy the 
ride to the Marian Shrine 
in Stony Point, NY.

Andrew Mayer and Lenore 
Byfield,CNA, embark on a 
visit to a local park and ice 
cream parlor.

Regina Basiak enjoys a 
game of BINGO with a 
youth group member during 
a picnic visit hosted by the  
parents and youth group of 
Our Lady of the Magnificat 
Parish in Kinnelon, NJ.

Patricia Maher enjoys 
feeding the animals during 
a recent trip to Serenity 
Hills Farm in Califon, NJ.

1.

2.

3.

4.

Mother General Celine de la Visitation

Saint Jeanne Jugan Award
2010-2011

“School Days”



A team of dedicated volunteers hosted the 
Ninth Annual Beefsteak Dinner Fundraiser. 
It was truly a heart-warming evening!  A 
crowd of over 350 gathered at the Brownstone 
House on September 29th. Guests enjoyed the 
music of Somers and Steel, who generously 
donated the proceeds from the sale of their 
CD at this event. This donation, along with 
proceeds from the dinner, a 50/50 raffle and 
a silent auction will benefit capital improve-
ments in the home. A lucky winner from each 
table took home a beautiful fall centerpiece, 
made by our Residents, as a memento of this 
wonderful event. We are very appreciative to 
the Committee for their hard work. Thank you 
to all who attended -- your support made this 
fundraiser a terrific success!

Commitee members pictured standing from left: Veronica Cappucci, 
Marsha Pasquariello, Phyllis Santonastaso, Theresa Fusco, AnnMarie 
Abene, James Pasquariello, Maureen Heinrich and Patrick Cappucci. 
Seated: Margaret Kolb and Nancy Petriello.

The kindness and generosity of our friends and 
benefactors helps us to bring joy to our Residents! 
Pictured above Eleanor Parker and Ellie Marmo 
enjoy the “Root Beer Float Day” festivities.

Beefsteak Dinner Fundraiser Brings 
Family and Friends Together! 

Announcing the launch 
of our new website:

www.littlesistersofthepoortotowa.org 

Our Wish List
Many thanks to you all for your continued support, prayers, and 
friendship.  Without your help we could not give our Residents 
quality care. Some of our current needs include:
Toiletry Items:  Body wash, hand and body lotions, shampoo,            
                         facial tissues, baby wipes, mouthwash
Housekeeping Needs:  Paper products - cups, plates,napkins, 
                                     paper towels,  liquid laundry soap
Office Supplies:  8 1/2 x 11 copy paper - white & colored, 
                            postage stamps, funds for printer supplies
Shopping Needs:  Gift cards to Shop Rite, CVS, Dollar Store 

~Donor Notes~
We invite you to share with us in our mission of caring for the 
Elderly.  Here are some other ways you can help. 
This time of year many individuals think about ways to offset 
current taxable income.  Your tax deductible charitable gift will 
provide a valuable tax savings on your tax return.  
Please remember us in your Estate Planning.  The most
common way is to include us in your will, but your financial 
advisor or attorney can help you to determine what is best for
 you and your family.  Our legal name is: 
St. Joseph’s Home for the Elderly of the Little Sisters of the Poor
Many companies offer Matching Gift Programs. Inquire to see 
if your employer will match your charitable gift to us.
Verizon Velocity Fundraising Program. For details on how you 
can help support St. Joseph’s Home for the Elderly, please vist 
our website. Click on DONATIONS button on the main 
page and then click on

For any questions or concerns, please contact our 
Development Office at 973-942-0300  X316

Within these pages you will find a connection 
to our home - our Residents, activities, events, 
religious services, and opportunities to volunteer. 
You’ll also learn about Vocations, Association 
Jeanne Jugan and our Auxiliary. You will see that 
we are now accepting online donations through 
our secure server, which will allow you to desig-
nate your contribution as you choose. 

Visit with us!




